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HOW OUR GMAT PREP BOOKS ARE DIFFERENT
One of our core beliefs at Manhattan GMAT is that a curriculum should be more than just a guidebook

of tricks and tips. Scoring well on the GMAT requires a curriculum that builds true content knowledge

and understanding. Skim through this guide and this is what you will see:

You will not find page after page of guessing techniques.
Instead, you will find a highly organized and structured guide that actually teaches you the content you

need to know to do well on the GMAT.  

You will find many more pages-per-topic than in all-in-one tomes.
Each chapter covers one specific topic area in-depth, explaining key concepts, detailing in-depth strate-

gies, and building specific skills through Manhattan GMAT’s In-Action problem sets (with comprehen-

sive explanations). Why are there 8 guides? Each of the 8 books (5 Math, 3 Verbal) covers a major

content area in extensive depth, allowing you to delve into each topic in great detail. In addition, you

may purchase only those guides that pertain to those areas in which you need to improve.

This guide is challenging - it asks you to do more, not less.
It starts with the fundamental skills, but does not end there; it also includes the most advanced content
that many other prep books ignore. As the average GMAT score required to gain admission to top busi-

ness schools continues to rise, this guide, together with the 6 computer adaptive online practice exams

and bonus question bank included with your purchase, provides test-takers with the depth and volume

of advanced material essential for achieving the highest scores, given the GMAT’s computer adaptive

format.

This guide is ambitious - developing mastery is its goal.
Developed by Manhattan GMAT’s staff of REAL teachers (all of whom have 99th percentile official

GMAT scores), our ambitious curriculum seeks to provide test-takers of all levels with an in-depth and

carefully tailored approach that enables our students to achieve mastery. If you are looking to learn

more than just the “process of elimination” and if you want to develop skills, strategies, and a confi-

dent approach to any problem that you may see on the GMAT, then our sophisticated preparation

guides are the tools to get you there.
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In This Chapter . . .

• Reading Passage Features

• The Problem: You Read It But Don’t Understand It

• The Solution: Don’t Just Read, Do Something!g
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READING PASSAGE FEATURES
Reading Comprehension questions are generally familiar to most students from other

standardized tests.  You are shown a passage that consists of two or more paragraphs

and asked questions that require you to understand the substance of the passage.  

You can expect to see 4 Reading Comprehension passages on the GMAT.  Each passage

will typically be accompanied by 3 to 4 questions, for a total of 12 to14 Reading

Comprehension questions.  

There are a number of features related to GMAT Reading Comprehension passages that

you should be aware of:  

All Passages are either Long or Short.  GMAT Reading Comprehension passages

come in two basic forms: LONG and SHORT.  Long passages generally consist of four

to five short paragraphs or three medium-length paragraphs, and are more than 50 lines

on the computer screen in length (or over 35 lines in The Official Guide for GMAT
Review, 11th Edition and The Official Guide for GMAT Verbal Review).  Examples of

long passages on the GMAT appear on pages 346, 350, and 360 of The Official Guide
for GMAT Review, 11th Edition. 

Short passages generally consist of two or three short paragraphs, and are fewer than 50

lines on the computer screen in length (or under 35 lines in The Official Guide for
GMAT Review, 11th Edition and The Official Guide for GMAT Verbal Review).

Examples of short passages on the GMAT appear on pages 348, 352, and 354 of The
Official Guide for GMAT Review, 11th Edition.  It is important to immediately recognize

whether a passage is Long or Short as one’s approach to each type of passage should be

different.  

Short passages have been more common on the GMAT in the past several years than

Long passages.  Of the four passages that you see on the GMAT, 3 of them are likely to

be Short and 1 of them Long.  However, there is no set order in the appearance of Short

and Long passages.    

Questions Appear One at a Time. Due to the computerized format of the exam, the

questions are presented one at a time on the right side of the computer screen, while the

complete reading passage remains on the left side of the screen throughout.  Since ques-

tions are presented one at a time, and you cannot return to any question after answering

it, you will only be able to see the first question prior to reading the passage.

The Number of Questions per Passage is NOT stated. The GMAT does NOT indi-

cate how many questions are associated with a particular passage (i.e. there is NO lan-

guage on the GMAT indicating that “Questions 6-9 refer to the following passage.”).

However, there is a very strong correlation between the length of the passage and the

number of questions associated with it.  Generally, each Short passage will have 3 ques-

tions associated with it, and each Long passage will have 4 questions associated with it.

This is one reason why it is important to recognize whether a passage is Long or Short.  
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Line Numbers are Not Listed. Though the Official Guide and older GMAT tests list

line numbers down the side of each paragraph, the GMAT now does not number the

lines in each passage.  If a GMAT question wants to indicate the location of a particular

term or phrase in the passage, it will highlight that term in the passage text as the ques-

tion appears. 

We will discuss other features of GMAT Reading Comprehension passages and ques-

tions in the sections that follow.  

The Problem: You Read It But Don’t Understand It
Most people, when reading a GMAT Reading Comprehension passage, have an experi-

ence something like this:  

You quickly read the first paragraph of the passage. You then scan the second

and third paragraphs, which blend into the first paragraph.  After a couple of

minutes spent reading, you finish the passage and turn to the first question.   

You understand what you have just read in a general way, but not to a level

where you have confidence to answer the first question right away.  You are

forced to re-read the parts of the passage that you think are relevant to the first

question.  After you re-read these sections a couple of times, your understanding

builds to a point that you feel you can answer the question.  

You repeat this process for each question.  Often, you answer every question that

relates to a particular passage without ever feeling like you understood the pas-

sage.

Most individuals, when faced with a Reading Comprehension passage, simply read the

passage and then try to answer the relevant questions.  There are several potential prob-

lems with this approach, but the main problem is that the time spent initially reading the

passage is unproductive and does not facilitate genuine comprehension.  As a result, one

must essentially re-read the passage several times to answer even general questions

about the passage. 

This is primarily a function of how reading and understanding relate to each other.

Reading words and understanding the substance of the the sentences or paragraphs that

they form are very different processes.  The vast majority of people cannot understand

the substance of academic prose by simply reading words on a page or screen.
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The Solution: Don’t Just Read, Do Something!
There are three general methods that we use to learn something new:  

1.  We read, as when we read a college textbook (or this guide). 

2.  We write, as when we take notes during a college lecture. 

3.  We listen, as during a lecture in a college course.  

On the GMAT, we are asked to quickly read and synthesize passages of text.  However,

it is possible to build your comprehension more quickly by incorporating more than one

learning method into your approach to these passages.  

The key to quickly building comprehension is to WRITE something as you read.  If you

write down certain key elements as you read, you will build your understanding of each

passage much more quickly and thoroughly.  Writing activates a second learning process

that facilitates comprehension.  Identifying and writing elements of the passage will

force you to read ACTIVELY as opposed to passively, dramatically improving the pace

and depth of your comprehension.

Of course, it is not possible to re-write an entire passage in the time allocated for

Reading Comprehension questions.  But even writing and summarizing selected key ele-

ments will give you an understanding of the structure and main points of a passage

while saving you time to answer questions about the passage.  

During the chapters ahead you will learn WHAT to write down as you read a GMAT

reading passage.
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